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Developing a Research Proposal for the University of Hull

This simple sheet is a collection of frequently asked questions about higher rescarch degrees at the University
of Hull. The purpose of this sheet s to help you to generate and write a proposal that will be attractive to us and
hopefully, increase your chances of securing an offer of a place with the University of Hull.

‘What does a research degree mean in the UK in general?

Obtaining any higher degree by research in the UK is generally understood as ‘making an original contribution
to knowledge”. It does NOT mean description.

Simply put, this means that you will be discovering something not previously known.

For example, maybe you will identify a new and previously unknown political process in the Gulf States, or a
new way in which small businesses in Saudi Arabia work together for example. Or perhaps, you can use a well-
Known idea and test it to see if it works in 2 different and new situation.

Whilst there is a lot of hard work along the way, if you can add something new to knowledge, you will be
satisfying the basic criteria for a research degree in the UK.

What support can T expect at the University of Hull?

Should your research proposal be suitable, you will be assigned two or sometimes three supervisors for your
work. They are your guide to the rescarch, reading through your work where required and suggesting areas to
investigate. Generally they are your key support, but there is also considerable emphasis on you. There will be
mandatory training in research methods and data analysis at the Graduate Rescarch Institute (GRI), but you will
find that your supervisors and your research, will be led very much by you. In that way, you develop your
understanding and develop your ideas through your own efforts and research activities.

Completing a research degree in the UK is a very rewarding and specialised learning experience.
Thave an idea — how can I convert this to an attractive research proposal?
Step 1)

‘The most important first step is to make sure you have a focused research question. Saying to a rescarch.
supervisor that for example, you wish to *research small business in the Gulf States” is poor research question.

It is too vague and general.

Try instead o ask very specific and very narrow questions. For example, the proposal for ‘research small
business in the Gulf States’ may reflect your interests, but a better area and more attractive research question
would for example be to focus your research on * the political impact of the Banking system in the Gulf States

on small business in Oman’.

You will find, that as you develop your knowledge and understanding, you start to realise ther is simply too
‘much information to be able to ask and answer your research degree question, if you start with a very general
question in the first place!

Step 2)

When you have an idea about a narrow rescarch question you feel you would like to explore, your next step in
securing an offer of supervision for your research degree is to look at what Hull University can offer. Each
faculty of the university will have staff who are experts in varying aspects of your research area, and your task
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in this step is to look at your research question area and try to match it to a particular strength or even a staff
member, at Hull University.

So look at the rescarch profiles of the University and if possible contact staff and ask them about your proposed
research interests. You are trying to ensure a that you have a good “fit” between your ideas and what support
can be made available to you by the University

You are also more likely to receive an offer of a research degree place if you have a flexible attitude towards
your preferred research question(s). Try not to be rigid in ONLY wanting to study a particular resarch
question, this may mean that no staff member is able to support you:

Ok-1 think I have an attractive research idea and question — now what?

Now you have to convert your research ideas into a research proposal.

s is a short document (usually no more than four pages long), in which you answer four key questions about
the research you are proposing to the University. (More guidance is available from the postgraduate
application form). These four key questions are:

1. Why you think the research you arc proposing is important
2. What has already been written about this research

3. How you will go about answering your research question(s)
4. What you think or expect you will find, as answers to your research question

These points are explained in more detail below.

Point 1 above is your introduction. Sometimes previous study, work experience or the concerns of your
organisation, has indicated to you why you think your research question(s) is important. In the introduction you
outline these or other reasons. -

Point 2 above is called the literature review. This is where you show your supervisor that you have started to
explore the knowledge that already exists about your research question(s). Maybe you have also identified in
that literature, specific gaps or a lack of knowledge that your research ideas will contribute to. It may also
indicate how accessible the required information sources will be.

Point 3 above is called the merhodology. This is where you suggest the preferred research methods by which
you will be able to answer your rescarch question(s). Normally, the preferred methods emerge from your
literature review. For example, in our early research question “the political impact of the Banking system in the
Gulf States on small business in Oman’, your reading about assessment methods, the political activities of
different Gulf Governments and so forth, may suggest that a questionnaire is the most appropriate methodology
0 use in this type of research investigation.

It is also typical that several different research methods are used so as to Irigngulate your findings, in other
words, the more research methods you can use and justify, the more you can recheck your findings and be
certain of their value.

Point 4 above is the discussion and conclusion to your proposal. In this part you identify the results and finding
 that you think will emerge and where and how this will contribute to new and original knowledge.

Most research proposals also include an extensive list of the materials that have been read and used in
constructing the research proposal (the bibliography).





